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I Sam, XII. 7. 


Now therefore ſtand ſtill, that I may reaſon 
with you before the Lord of all the righteous 


alto of the Lord which he did to you and your 
fathers. 


E have before us in this chapter a pathe- 

tick and ſolemn expoſtulation of the pro- 
phet Samuel with the men of Iſrae/, on a 
day of publick Thankſgiving for a ſig- 
nal victory over the Ammonites, and the recognition and 
confirmation of king SeuPs Sovereignty by the common 
act of the people, a day when Saul and all the men of Iſrael 
ſacrificed ſacrifices of peace-offerings before the Lord in Gil- 
gal, and rejoiced greatly. On this occaſion, amidſt the 
general rejoicing, the venerable prophet, after the pub- 
lick juſtification of his own character, before the Lord 
and his Anointed, begins to expoſtulate and reaſon with 
them of the righteous acts of the Lord: he ſets before them 
ſome of the moſt remarkable paſſages of their hiſtory ; he 
reminds them of many inſtances of their wickedneſs and 
ingratitude, and of God's mercy and judgments ; of their 
provocations, their ſafferings, and deliverances ; that 
from their obſervation of former proceedings and events 
they might know what they were to expect, and accord- 
ingly regulate their behaviour; and in the laſt place, he 
recommends to them a practical conſideration of the di- 
vine goodneſs as a motiye to piety and obedience. 
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The ſame way of reaſoning may be aptly applied to 
to the circumſtances of Our own times and the preſent 
Solemnity. We have henrd with vr ears, and onr fathers 
have declar'd unto us the noble works, which God did in their 
days and in the old time before them. We have been won- 
derfully brought alt of Eeyptian hondage into the glo- 
rious liberty of the goſpel. Divine providence has by 
many ſignal interpofitions preſerv'd this Reform'd Church 

and Nation: Invaſions, plots, and rebellions have been 
Carried on; but we have been deliver'd out of the hand 
of our enemies; the memory of our deliverances is per- 
petuated by anniverſary Thankſgivings; and at this day 
we are protected in the enjoyment of bleſſings the moſt 
important, our Liberties and Religion. = Bur, (if I may 
be allow'd to purſue the tenour of the Prophet's Expo- 
ſtulation,) have we acted conſiſtently with the ſenſe of 
favours either receiv'd or expected? — It is rather to be 
fear'd that our behaviour in ſuch circumſtances has too 
nearly reſembled that of the men of I/rae/: We have 
been a wicked and ungrateful people, unmindful of our 
delivercr, and the ends of our deliverances: We have 
perverted our Liberty into Licentiouſnefs, and diſgrac'd 
the purity of our Reform'd Religion by the degeneracy 
and corruption of our manners: We have done evil in the 


fight of the Lord, and provoked bim to anger: We have ſeen 


his hand lifred up againſt us for the chaſtiſement of our 
fins, and juſtly incurr'd the danger of being depriv'd of 
thoſe benefits and privileges, which we knew not how 
to uſe, — Yet after all, God has again been gracious to 
2 ſinful people: He bath ſhewn a noble inſtance of un- 
merited favour; He hath been our Sun and Shield, our 
Director and Defender in the time of danger, and Hoch 
given us the Victory over our Enemies. And we this day 
offer ſacrifices of peace-offerings before the Lord in Gilgal, 
and greatly rejoice in the Salvation which he hath wrought in 
Iſrael. 


On this occaſion what more > alata and ſeaſonable leſ- 
ſon 


Cs] 
ſon of inſtruction can be inculcated, than that, which 
reminds men of a duty, which they are moſt apt to for- 
get in the day of triumph, their continual dependency 
on God's providence, and the terms of procuring his fa- 
vour and averting his Judgments? Fear the Lord, and ſerve 
him with all your heart; for conſider how great things he hath 
done for you. But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
ſumed both ye and your King. 

And here, while we conſider God's dealings with us, 
it behoves us at the ſame time to call our own ways to re- 
membrance, to look back into the moral ſtate of the na- 
tion amidſt the various circumſtances of difficulties and 
dangers, with this view, that the righteous acts of the Lord 
may appear more fully glorified in the conviction of our 
wickedneſs, and the merit of his goodneſs magnified in 
our unworthineſs ; — that the due ſenſe of theſe truths 
may have a juſt influence on our behaviour, and teach us 
in this our day of rejoicing to be more humbly and ſin- 
cerely thankful for his undeſerved bleſſings. 

And if there ever was a Nation under heaven that had 
occaſion to be reminded of ſuch doctrines, this of Ours 
ſeems of all others to ſtand moſt in need of an admoni- 
tion; a nation, luxurious amidſt neceſlities, thoughtleſs 
and ſecure in the midſt of dangers, intimidated with falſe 
terrors, flatter'd with falſe hopes, intemperate and im- 
patient of proſperity, ſerious only in trifles, and trifling 
in every thing ſerious, debaſed and infeebled by an uni- 
verſal levity of manners, corrupted and almoſt vanquiſh- 
ed by the vices of that people, whom we have molt rea- 
ſon to dread and deteſt; like the Fews, in ſome reſpects 
diſtinguiſhed by the fayour of providence in many ſignal 
deliverances, and like them, ever prone to forget or a- 
buſe the bleſſings. I hope therefore, that even in this 
day of publick Thankſgiving for the ſucceſs of his Ma- 


jeſty's arms over his rebellious ſubjects, for as compleat 


a Victory as ever was obtained, not leſs glorious to the 


Conquerors in the praiſe of military bravery and conduct, 
than 
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than important in its conſequences to the common wealth; 
— I hope, that even in this day of publick Thankſgiving, 
it will not ſeem improper and unſeaſonable to remind a 
thoughtleſs people of their dependence upon almighty 


God, to inculcate a leſſon of religious humiliation, to 


moderate the exceſſes common on ſuch occaſions in the 
inſolence of victory and pride of triumph, to awaken the 
mind out of that ſecurity which generally attends the acts 
of rejoicing, and, on the whole, to introduce ſuch an ba- 
bitual ſeriouſneſs of thought, as may lead us to improve 
this and all other gracious diſpenſations to the beſt ad- 
vantage, to the end that what was intended for our 
wealth may never become to us an occaſion of falling, 
nor the abuſe of God's mercies be imputed to the aggra- 
vation of our other crimes. | 

Now, in taking our view of the moral ſtate of the Na- 
tion, I beg leave to call back your attention to the be- 
ginning of our troubles, and obſerve that from the com- 
mencement of the War with Spain the people of England 
have every year ſucceſſively been called by the voice of 
publick Authority to acts of publick Humiliation, by 


Faſting and Prayer to deprecate the divine judgments due 


ro our national wickedneſs, and to implore the divine 
bleſſing on his Majeſty's arms engag'd in a juſt and ho- 
nourable war. And doubtleſs theſe acts of publick piety, 
as they are publick inſtances of homage to the great Go- 
vernour of the world, publick acknowledgements of our 
dependency on his Providence, are accordingly accept- 
able in his ſight; being agreeable both to the nature of 
things and his poſitive reveal'd Will, the natural as well 
as inſtituted means of reconciling ourſelves to his favour. 
Let us then recollect what in fact was the general be- 
haviour of the People amidft ſuch frequent calls to pub- 
lick humiliation, amidſt ſuch circumſtances of danger as 
ought to excite the moſt ſerious ſollicitude. Did they 
improve theſe opportunities to good moral purpoſes ? 
Did they bring forth fruits meet for repentance in the 
re- 
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reformation of their manners? — It might indeed be ex- 
pected that on ſuch occaſions they ſhou'd appear to be 
more throughly affected with a juſt ſenſe of their wick- 
edneſs both perſonal and national, and the apprehenſion 
of the grievous conſequences: And there have not been 
wanting righteous men in our Mrael, whoſe fervent pray- 
ers may avail much in the ſight of God. But it is not to 
be diſſembled, that we have not ſeen the appearance or 
effects of a national piety. For with regard to theſe acts 
of publick humiliation, few perſons ſeem'd to lay things to 
heart in a Religious view ; but rather, as the novelty 
which at firſt generally engages attention ceaſed, there 
has appeared in many an irreverence or coldneſs, in o- 
thers a total inſenſibility and neglect; as if the ordinance 
was uſeleſs and impertinent, or that men without repen- 
rance were entitled to the divine favour and protection. 


Even in many ſerious well-diſpos'd minds the impreſſions 


of piety were not laſting, nor the effects permanent. 0 
Fudah, what ſhall I do unto thee; for thy goodneſs is as a moru- 
ing cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away! And as to 
the generality of people, as far as we may judge from 
their manner of life and converſation, they, who ap- 
pear'd regular in their attendance on the Church-ſervice 
in this Solemnity, ſhew'd rather a form of godlineſs than 
the power thereof, drawing nigh unto God with their 
lips, while their hearts were far from him. Therefore I 
ſaid; ſurely theſe are poor, they are fooliſh; for they know not 
the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God. I will 
get me to the great men, and will ſpeak unto them; for they 
have known the way of the Lord, and the judgment of their 
God: Theſe have altogether broken the yoke and burſt the bonds. 
All orders and degrees of men have been peccant in this 
reſpect ; even they who ſhould be preſum'd, on account 
of their quality and ſtation in life, to have a more perfect 
knowledge of their duty, and ſhould therefore be more 
exemplary in performing ſuch acts of piety, ſeem rather 
to have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves from the vulgar by a con- 

temptuous 
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temptuous diſregard of this, as well as other religious 
ordinances; as if they were too wiſe to be inſtructed, too 
proud to repent, too great to be reformed, 

Our Fathers remember the time, when the immediate 
danger of Popery alarm'd every honeſt mind; the Churches 
then were not frequented in vain ; there was an univerſal 
ſeriouſneſs and face of piety : The intereſt of the Church 
of Rome could never prevail, where Chriſtianity was pro- 
feſs'd and practisꝰd in its primitive purity. I wiſh that our 
people at preſent were Proteſtants upon better grounds 
than the meer dread of the civil effects of Popery; or, to 
ſumm up the whole in few words, that they were better 
Chriſtians. For it has and ever will be found that im- 
morality and irreligion, that a licentiouſneſs in principle 
and practice prove the faireſt inlet to that ſyſtem of Re- 
ligion, which ſubſiſts on the various corruptions of Chri- 
ſtianity. But in truth we have not a little degenerated ; 
and our Vices will inſenſibly draw us into nearer danger 
of the thing which we wou'd ſeem moſt to dread and ab- 
hor : Our moral ſtate has a bad aſpect; that ſpirit of ſe- 
riouſneſs, which has ever been thought a ſort of Conſti- 
tutional virtue in the Exgliſb Nation, is now diſſipated in- 
ro an idle gaiety of manners, and a kind of induſtrious 
neglect and habirual inattention to thoſe points, in which 
our true intereſts are concern'd, The proof of our Taſte 
is ſeen in the imitation of vices foreign to our climate 
and manners; and the flouriſhing ſtate of the kingdom 
in the miſapplication of wealth in all the various ſhapes of 
Luxury: And 'tis well if the confidence in our ſtrength 
does not betray our weakneſs, and preſumption upon pro- 
ſperity become the occaſion of our ruin. 

*Tis indeed a matter of uſeful curioſity to conſider the 
hiſtory of the Fews in a moral view: In their manners and 
proceedings and fortunes we may perceive many circum- 
ſtances applicable to our own caſe: From the event of 
things, and the frequent expoſtulations of the Prophets 


with that perverſe people, we learn what is the will of 
| God; 
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God; how the great Governour of the world will deal 
with us; and how we ought accordingly to regulate our 
behaviour. Let us then look back upen the middle part 
of Hezekiah's reign; a period of time in which we find 
many circumſtances pertinent to our preſent purpoſe. 
(2 Chron, c. 32.) Sennacherib had taken the fenced cities 
of Judah, and threatned Jeruſalem with a ſiege, but was 
for a while retir'd with his army: Feruſalem was com- 
pletely fortified : the Fews confident of their ſtrength and 
ſecurity: Hezekiah at the point of death miraculouſly re- 
covered, with the aſſurance of 15 years added to the term 
of his life and the deliverance of Feruſalem from the 
threatned danger. On this occaſion probably both king 
and people gave a looſe to their joy : for we read that He- 
zekiah's heart was lifted up, that he rendred not according to 
the benefit done unto him. It ſeems, that, inſtead of offer- 
ing the true ſacrifice of a religious thankſgiving, they re- 
joic'd intemperately in the various expreſſions of ſenſual 
luxury and riot. In that day of their imagin'd proſperity 
God by his Prophet Tſaiah ſeverely reprimanded this their 
extravagant brutiſh joy, teaching them that acts of pub- 
lick humiliation were more ſuitable to the circumſtances 
of a dependent ſinful people than ſuch vulgar demonſtra- 
tions of jollity and triumph. This, or ſome other admo- 
nition of like kind, was attended with a good effect; for 
as we read, Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of his 
heart, both he and the inhabitants of Feruſalem ; and in con- 
ſequence they reconciPd themſelves to the divine favour. 
This portion of hiſtory contains matter of uſeful inſtru- 
ction, which the parties intereſted, as far as they are af- 
fected by the ſimilitude of circumſtances and the reaſon 
of the thing, ought to apply to their own caſe and im- 
prove to the beſt moral purpoſes. 

But let us proceed further into the account of the Fews 
behaviour, as colle&ed from the ſeveral expoſtulations 
and threatnings of the Prophet. It appears that they were 
guilty of an overweening pride and preſumption, yr - 

ru 
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{truſt in God's providence, and a miſplac'd confidence in 
the arm of fleſh, the ſufficiency of their own powers; 
and all this at a time when they had before their eyes a 
recent and memorable example of the divine vengeance 
in the deſtruction of Samaria, and had ſeen their brethren 
the Iſraelites carried into captivity, about nine years be- 
fore, by their common enemy, the great King of Mria. 
— We have here ſome circumſtances in view which ſeem 
to come home to our own caſe, V too have abus'd our 
proſperity, ſecure in our natural ſituation, and over-con- 
fident in our ſtrength : Tho? we have beheld the formi- 
dable Aſſyrian power, the great diſturber of Nations, 
with a ſurprizing degree of ſucceſs equal to his ambi- 
tion, laying waſte fenced cities into ruinous heaps, car- 
rying an eaſy conqueſt over the neighbouring Provinces, 
and, with a compendious ſtroke of deſtruction, com- 
pleting in one campaign the cruel work of many years; 
Yet in the mean while, tho? we have not been looking on 
as unconcern'd ſpectators, but as parties intereſted in this 
great event, yet have We all along flatter'd ourſelves 
with the aſſurance of perſonal ſafety, amidſt the threat- 
ned dangers of an invaſion and all acts of hoſtilities from 
a reſtleſs powerful and irreconcileable enemy. Yea, tho? 
we continually provok'd God to anger by our impeniten- 
cy, we nevertheleſs ſeem'd ſtill to preſume upon his un- 
merited favour, in full confidence that he would conti- 
nually deliver this Church and Nation which hitherto he 
hath ſo wonderfully preſerv'd; and, like the Fews in ſuch 
circumſtances, we lean upon the Lord, and ſay, is not the 
Lord among us? there ſhall no evil happen unto ws. 

But further, the Prophet Iſaiah brings an heavy charge 
againſt the great men of his time, a charge of bribery, 
corruption, and injuſtice in their adminiſtrations. The 
people in general are characteriz'd as children that are 
corruptors, their Princes rebellious and companions of Thieves : 
every one loveth gifts and followeth after rewards ; they juſtify 
the wicked for reward, and take the righteouſneſs of the right- 
eous 
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eon from him. — The application of this charge to our- 
ſelves is too obvious to be avoided; fince it is notorious, 
that the arts of bribery and corruption, which in every 
period of time have prevail'd in different ſhapes and de- 
grees, have in theſe latter days been as it were digeſted 
into a regular ſyſtem, recommended and authoriz'd by 
great examples, and in a manner become the neceſſary 
inſtruments of ſtate-policy. The influence of the miſ- 
chief has grown very extenſive; the infection has in ſome 
meaſure reach'd all orders and degrees of men; the face 
of publick integrity is diſguis'd; and the very diſſimula- 
tion of the vice is ceas'd, and men enjoy their crime and 
glory in their ſhame, 

But the inſtance of their behaviour moſt ſeverely cen- 
ſur'd by the Prophet was their ungracious abuſe of the 
divine goodneſs, their abuſe of proſperity and plenty, 
their carnal ſecurity, Juxury and ſenſuality, joy and glad- 
neſs, unſeaſonable as to the time, and as to its degree 
intemperate, and brutiſh in the manner of expreſſion: 
And all this (which was an aggravation of their folly and 
wickedneſs) amidſt circumſtances of danger, which tho? 
removꝰ'd for a time, would probably approach again, and 
ſhould accordingly have kept them in awe and on their 
guard; and after repeated admonitions and calls to re- 
pentance; inſtead of expreſſing any ſign of Religious ho- 
mage and humiliation they acted a quite contrary part, 
in defiance to the maxims of prudence and common de- 
cency, as well as religion, and this upon a principle the 
moſt prophane and brutiſh, Let us eat and drink, for to mor- 
row we die. 

This account alſo of the Fews ſeems in ſome reſpects 
not unlike the hiſtory of the preſent times. — We alſo 


have been in a ſtate of dangers and difficulties ; we have 


been favour'd with ſeaſonable deliverances ; and like 
them, we have appear'd rather glad than thankfull for 
the temporary bleſſing, in the expreſſions of our joy ſa- 
crificing rather to our own luſts than to the Lord our De- 


liverer 
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L 12 J 


liverer. We too have been continually reminded of our 
precarious dependent ſtate: It has been remark'd, that 
ſince the commencement of the War we have been eve- 
ry year call'd upon by publick Authority to humble our- 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God, to whoſe Juſtice we 
have ſubmitted the arbitration of our cauſe : and I muſt 
again add, that the good effects and fruits of a national 
repentance have not been ſhewn in the reformation of our 
lives. Inſtead of that awful ſollicitude and fear of ſinning 
againſt God, which the conſideration of our preſent cir- 
cumſtances ſhou'd ſuggeſt, have we not ſeen a general 
levity of manners, and as it were the open triumph of 
prophaneneſs and irreligion? — We have feen the lan- 
guage of Holy Scripture miſapplied and burleſqued, even 
in deſcribing the hiſtory of the preſent times: Sacred cha- 
racters and ſerious things have become the jeſt of the 
ſcorner, vilifed by miſreprefentation and ridicuPd with 
applauſe, and the impudence of impiety, which ſhou'd 
be exploded with indignation in a Chriſtian country, has 
been countenanc'd under the notion of Wit and Humour, 

We have allo been bleſſed with plenty of good things, 
which we have abus'd; we have impoverifh'd ourſelves 
by unneceſſary criminal profuſions. Amidſt the burdens 
of an expenſive War, and complaints of high Taxes and a 
general poverty, have we acted conſiſtently with the ſenſe 
of fuch inconveniences? Has this conſideration given 
any interruption to the courſe of our pleafures, and taught 
us a leſſon of Frugality, and Self-denial ? On the contra» 
ry, has there not rather appear'd among all orders and 
degrees of men a kind of emulation in expenſive elegan- 
cies? Yea, (that which was an aggravating circumſtance 
in the Rich mant luxury in the parable) it is become the 
general ambition to fare ſumptuouſly every day: and ſome 
of the moſt laudable efforts of modern ingenuity have 
been diſplay'd in improving the arts of luxury, in diver- 
fifying the ſhape, and ſtill encreaſing the occaſion of ex- 
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the pleaſures of the animal-like have been indulg'd with 


the uſual extravagance, behold joy and gladneſs in our feaſts, 


ſlaying oxen and killing ſheep, eating fleſh and drinking wine ! 
at a time when we could not help obſerving a ſingular cir- 
cumſtance, which ſeems intended to upbraid and chaſtiſe 
our luxury in one reſpect, when the hand of the Lord was 
upon the cattle of the field, and puniſh'd our abuſe of the 
creatures by depriving us of the very means. 

But ſtill further, amidſt the ſucceſsful progreſs of our 
Enemies arms, and the danger of a foreign invaſion on 
this unprepared defenſeleſs kingdom, even under theſe 
circumſtances, which might awaken the fears and cir- 
cumſpection of every conſiderate man, were the people 
ween'd from their ſenſualities and all the amuſing gaie- 
ties of life? On the contrary, ſchemes of pleaſure, gam- 
ing, and idle buſineſſes were multiplied to an endleſt va- 
riety ; and they withheld wot their heart from any joy. Now 
concerning theſe amuſements it muſt be obſerv'd, that, 
however innocent they might be in themſelves, yet ſure- 
ly they were ill-tim'd and unſeaſonable; and when im- 
moderately purſued, they ceaſe to be innocent; they be- 
come miſchievous in their conſequences, inaſmuch as 
they divert the mind from more ſerious thoughts and 
the attention to the more important buſineſs of life. But 
conſiderations of this kind were little regarded; they ra- 
ther encouraged one another in their ſplendid follies ; 
they ſtill greedily rejoiced in all the delights of the Sons 
of men, thoſe delights which the Royal penitent preacher 
had pronounc'd to be vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
While the houſe of God was deſerted, the Play-houſes, 
and every Temple of pleaſure was frequented : All did 
what ſeemed good in their own eyes; the Covetous ſa- 
crificed to his net, and burnt incenſe to his dragg ; every Ab- 
ſolom ſacrificed to his ambition and popularity; and the 
Voluptuary to his pleaſure. Amidſt the appearances of 
danger there was the face of joy and ſecurity: they were 
like them whom the Prophets deſcribe as ſitting as eaſe 
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in Sion, who put æway the evil day, who lie on beds of ivory, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, who drink wine in bowls, 
and anoint themſelves with the chief ointments: and the harp 
and the viol and the tabret and the pipe are in their feaſts; 
but they regard not the work of the Lord, nor conſider the ope- 
ration of his hands, In ſhort, the very foundations ſeem 
to have been out of courſe, and the true order of things 
perverted; the moſt intereſting concerns neglected; trifles 
carried on with an air of importance; diverſions and a- 
muſements became the grand buſineſs of the nation. A- 
midſt this univerſal levity of manners, and eſpecially in 
thoſe of the higher Rank in life, ſeriouſneſs, if any where, 
was to be found where it was leaſt needed or expected, 
at a Gaming-table: rhere eſpecially might be ſeen the 
wiſdom and gravity of the Senator and the ſollicitude of 
the Politician; as if the fate of a Kingdom depended up- 
on the caſt of a Die or chance of a Card. Such was the 
Carnal ſecurity and general infatuation of a luxurious 
thoughtleſs people, and at a time when the dangers of 
inteſtine commotion and rebellion were added to thoſe of 
a foreign invaſion; ſuch an infatuation as often goes be- 
fore deſtruction! And, if the permiſſive Providence of 
God had for their fins given them up for a prey to their 
enemies, they would have been taken unprepared; and, 
like Be/ſhazzar, of a ſudden been ſurpriz'd in the midſt 
of a long feaſt: — or, as it was in the days of Noah, when 
they were eating and drinking. and knew not until the flood 
came and took them all away. 

And now upon a review of our moral ſtate and our 
national merits and demerits, how can we, without the 
imputation of arrogance in ſuch circumſtances, aſpire to 
the diſtinguiſh'd protection of heaven? Ir ſurely becomes 
us rather humbly and thankfully to acknowledge that it 
is of God's mercy that we are not conſum'd, and that he 
has not viſited for theſe things, and has not been avenged of 
ſuch a nation as this, 

We are now come to a critical point of time, when it 

pleas'd 
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pleas'd God to give this nation an awakening call; a mer- 
ciful call it has prov'd in the event, however terrible in 
the proſpect. When we thought ourſelves ſecure at home 
and concern'd only in diſtant dangers, the ſpirit of a dome- 
ſtick enemy was ſtirred up againſt us, an Enemy unſuſ- 
pected and contemptible, and in proportion the more 
dangerous and formidable; inſatiable with favours, pro- 
vok'd only by indulgences, and of courſe more implacg- 
ble in hatred. Poſterity will read with aſtoniſhment add 
a ſort of disbelief the hiſtory of a rebellion ſo unaccount- 
able; ſo deeply laid in ſecrecy, ſo inconſiderable in the 
beginning, ſo formidable in its progreſs; à little cloud in 
the North ariſing out of the ſea like unto a man's hand, for 
ſome time imperceptible, but with amazing ſwiftneſs at 
once overſpreading our Horizon ſo that the heaven was 
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain, Yet 
not even in theſe circumſtances did the people turn to him 
who ſmote them: they {till appear'd inſenſible of their evil 
doings and the threatned puniſhment : the hand of the 
Lord was lift:d up, and they did not ſee: no man repented 


of his wickedneſs, ſaying, what have I done? every one turn- 


ed to his courſe, as the horſe ruſbeth into the battle. 

And withal one would be led to think, that as little at- 
tention was given to this intereſting occurrence in a poli- 
tical as in a moral view. The Lord, as it were, poured out 
upon them the ſpirit of a deep ſleep, and cloſed their eyes; 
and the Prophets and the Rulers and the Seers had he covered. 
Incredulity-went before, Security followed, Infatuation 


was in the midſt, and Confuſion in the rear. The appre- 


henſion of danger came too late and too violent; clogged 
with horror, and overpowered with {urprize. So that the 
light minds of thoſe who fat at caſe in our Sion were at 
once poſſeſs'd with a ſudden conſternation, and tranſition 
from one extreme to another; from believing nothing 


at all to believe every thing haſtily and implicitly ; ter- 


rified with every rumour, and ready to hearken to every 
ſuggeſtion of their fears, but that which ſhou'd put them 
upon providing means for their defence, At 
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At the ſame time, while we look back upon the whole, 
and in a moral view conſider the beginnings, the pro- 
greſs, and the iſſues of this Rebellion, in the ſtrange con- 
nection of cauſes and effects we may trace out the foot- 
ſteps of Providence, the ſignal interpoſition of that all- 
mighty ſuperintending Power, which ſuſpends, precipi- 
tates, directs, and controuls the motions of ſecondary 
cauſes, and turneth them which way ſoever he will, and 
overrules the agency in ſuch a manner as to diſappoint 
the intention of the Agents, We may obſerve this work 
of darkneſs unperceived as in the night, carried on with 
a rapidity of ſucceſs beyond expectation and belief. After 
a victory which the Rebels were not permitted to uſe to 
the beſt advantage; a fruitleſs delay for procuring fur- 
ther acceſſions to their power in their own country gave 
Us an opportunity for recollection and preparation; and 
the very Elements favour'd the ſpeedy arrival of ſuccours 
from abroad. The Rebels entred England with their vi- 
&orious army: the land was before them as the garden of 
Eden and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs; Fear came on 
with them and Deſolation and Poverty lite an armed man. 
— In this critical juncture of time God ſtirred up in the 
hearts of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, a glorious 
ſpirit of Loyalty and Magnanimity: the juſt apprehen- 
ſion of the common danger united and aſſociated all or- 
ders and degrees of men in the common cauſe. My hear? 
is toward the Governours of Iſrael, who offered themſelves 
willingly: Bleſs ye the Lord for this wonderful harmony and 
ſeaſonable concurrence in a point of the laſt importance. 
And may no jealouſies or any petty regards ever diſturb 
that unanimity to which we chiefly owe our preſervation! 

Surely here was an alarming call and admonition from 
God to an univerſal ſeriouſneſs and ſobriety of manners, 
ſo that while His judgments were thus ſeen in the land the 
inhabitants might learn righteouſneſs. Yet even in this time 
of our viſitation the faſhionable gaieties and amuſements 
ſtill flouriſhed, till the nearer approach of danger awaken'd 
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them out of their dream, and the interruption of their 
pleaſures for a day was as memorable, as the occaſion of 
it, a day of univerſal trepidation, which ſtood diſtin- 
guiſ'd by a ſingular character of horror, when upon the 
ſwift advance of the Rebel army the joyous city trem- 
bled, and the heart of the mighty failed, and all faces 
gathered Blackneſs, Yet, (ſuch was the infatuation of their 
minds, upon the removal of immediate danger,) they at 
once disbeliev'd their fears, and again relaps'd into the 
ſcheme of faſhionable levities; as tho” no harm had hap- 
pen'd unto them, nor any evil remain'd which they had 
reaſon to dread. 

I need not enter further into the hiſtory of tranſactions 
too well known, and too important to be forgotten. And 
I have induftrioufly conſider'd the moral ſtate of the na- 
tion in ſuch an uncomfortable point of view and en- 
deayour'd to call our own ways to remembrance, that 
the ſenſe of our follies and wickedneſs may for the future 
teach us wiſdom, and ſuggeſt a ſeaſonable caution not to 
fin again any more after our deliverance, leaſt a worſe thing 
come wito s, — may teach us to reaſon juſtly concerning 
the righteous acts of the Lord, and apply thoſe conſidera- 
rions as arguments to repentance and obedience, quali- 
fications, which God has made the conditions of his fa- 
your; and without which, the folemnity of the preſent 


thankſgiving would be no other than the ſacrifice of fools, 


and mockery of Religion, 
- I ſhall further add, that it wou'd be of uſe to carry a- 
long with us this remark, that we are always more en- 
danger'd by the effects of our ſecurity and preſumption 
than by the real power of an enemy, whoſe ſtrength 
often ariſes out of our contempt of his weakneſs, Ac- 
cordingly we have in fact ſeen a gallant army, ſuperior 
in real force and bravery, fluſn'd with affurance of ſucceſs, 
and marching on as it were to a certain triumph, ſud- 
denly and unaccountably put to flight by that tumultuary 
undiſciplin'd body of Troops, which they had overbrave- 
ly deſpis'd. God's providence did in this inſtance juftly 
H chaſtiſe 
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chaſtiſe the ſecurity and preſumption of ſanguine men; 
and did withal ſuggeſt a leſſon of caution not to deſpiſe 
an enemy, whom they intend to conquer; A caution, 
which we have ſeen happily improv'd to the obtaining 
thoſe advantages which we this day commemorate, toge- 
ther with the honour of the Royal Commander, the Fo- 
zathan who hath wrought ſo great ſalvation in Iſrael. 

On the whole, all circumſtances under the direction 
of divine Providence are now found to have work'd toge- 
ther for the greater good: Frequent difficulties and in- 
conveniences have not been without their uſe; the un- 
eaſineſs of ſome diſappointments has been abundantly re- 
compens'd by the ſucceſs of the event, the greatneſs of 
the advantages ſtill encreaſing together with the delays: 
and even the diſgrace of former miſcarriages and defeats 
ſerved to enhance the glory of the late victory and the 
merit of the conquerors: Tis certain that the Rebels by 
being beaten many times would not have been ſo effe- 
ctually ſubdued as by this one deciſive ſtroke in the heart 
of their country; which may truly be eſteem'd not as a 
ſimple victory over the Rebel army, but rather a con- 
queſt of the Rebellion itſelf; inaſmuch as the future oc- 
caſions are here at once cut off together with the Inſtru- 
ments. And therefore, Bleſſed be the Lord our God, 
who hath delivered up the men that lifted their hand againſt the 


Lord our King. 


This conſideration leads us to the direct and imme- 
diate buſineſs of the preſent Solemnity, to offer the ſa- 
crifice of praiſe and thankſgiving to the Lord God of Hoſts, 
who hath deliver'd theſe kingdoms from the calamities 
of an inteſtine war, and given us the Victory in battle. 
To have been conquer d by ſuch a foe, an handful of un- 
civiliz'd barbarous men, the abus'd tools of a common 
enemy, wou'd have been a double miſery, miſery aggra- 
vated with diſgrace, And therefore Praiſed be the Lord, 
who hath not given us over for a prey unto their teeth, And 
indeed tis not without ſome degree of horror and won- 
der that we now look back upon the dangers, which we 

had 
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had too preſumptuouſly deſpis d. The Lord hath done great 
things for us; and the degrees of our joy may juſtly bear 
proportion to the greatneſs of the evils which we have 
eſcap'd. We now rejoice in this our deliverance from 
the moſt deplorable evils which cou'd befal us as Men and 
as Chriſtians: We rejoice in the preſervation of bleſſings 
the moſt important and valuable, our Liberties, our Re- 
ligion. | 

And now, what more obvious leſſon of inſtruction a- 
riſes from hence, than that we ſhould canſider this great 
work of Providence in a Religious view, and not forget 
our Deliverer while we rejoice in our Deliverance? And 
if withal we take into conſideration our moral ſtate, and 
the grounds on which we might either hope for God's 
favour or dread his judgments, ſurely we muſt with con- 
fuſion of face acknowledge, that we are not worthy of the 
leaſt of his mercies: We at once diſclaim the merit of our 
ſucceſſes, and as the divine goodneſs is more conſpi- 
cuouſly illuſtrated and magnified in our unworthineſs, we 
have more abundant reaſon to humble ourſelves in this 
our day of triumph and give the glory unto God and 
aſcribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his name, 
The true Thankſgiving is the ſhewing forth a ſober and 
religious joy, the ſacrifice of an heart ſeriouſly affected 
with the ſenſe of the benefit, and diſpos'd to anſwer the. 
gracious deſign of the benefactor by applying it to the 
right uſe, ſhewing an humble truſt in God's Providence, 
and a ready obedience to his Laws. Behold the vulgar 
demonſtrations of Joy and Thankſgiving, the voice of 
inſolence riot and debauchery in our ſtreets - is this the 
Thankſgiving, which God bath choſen? wilt thou call this 
an acceptable day unto the Lord? — We may be aſſur'd of 
this plain truth, that God can never be glorified in the 
abuſe of his Creatures, or the violation of his commands. 
Tis not a Hecatomb for peace-offerings; tis not the ma- 
gnificence of the publick Feaſt, which does true ho- 
nour to God: Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer- 


ings and ſacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord: + 
ho 
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hold to obey is better than ſacrifice, and io hearken than the 
fat of rams, I would not be underſtood to diſcourage the 
act of rejoicing on this occaſion, but to regulate its man- 
ner and degree: and indeed a leſſon of humiliation will 
not be found ſo foreign to the preſent ſolemnity as may 
at firſt ſight be imagin'd. For the very act of Thankſgiv- 
ing is really an act of Humiliation in the ſight of God, 
an act of homage to his almighty power, and of grati- 
tude to his goodneſs, with an humble hope and defire 
not to forfeit the continuance of thoſe bleſſings which with 
joy and gladneſs we acknowledge; Yea rather, it will 
be found more pertinent and ſeaſonable in this our day 
of proſperity and triumph, a day of the greater danger 
to our moral ſtate, Now what an unaccountable per- 
verſeneſs and infatuation is this, that men ſhou'd then be 
moſt apt to forget God, when on all fides they are as it 
were upbraided by his bleflings, when every circumſtance 
of their good fortune points out the gracious author? Yet 
this is certain matter of fact, and ſtands upon record in 
the hiſtory of every age and in our own experiences. We 
cannot here help obſerving how frequently and patheti- 
cally God cautions the Iſraelites againſt this flattering 
danger. What more obvious and eaſy duty than, when they 
kad eaten and were full, then to bleſs the Lord their God for 
the good land which he had given them? Yet this very people 
fed, ſupported, and preſery'd by continual miracles did 
forget the Lord their God; Feſburon waxed fat and kicked, 
and forſook God that made him, and lightly eſteemed the rock 
of his ſalvation, In truth, to bear our proſperity rightly an 
uncommon ftrength of mind is requiſite : in the midſt 
of eaſe and ſecurity we are in more certain danger, as 
our powers are then moſt diſſipated and not a Fear ſtands 
upon guard. Thus we commonly find that plenty and af- 
fluence of good things proves an incitement to luſt and 
debauchery - whey I fed them to the full, then they aſſem- 
Bled by troops in the harlot's houſes &. But further, the 
reaſon of Aus wiſh againſt immoderate riches implies 
the danger alſo of Infidelity — leaſt I be full and deny 2 
an 
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and ſay who is the Lord, And there is one circumſtance 
very remarkable in the behaviour of holy Fob on account 
of his children, that after the days of the circulating feaſt 
were ended in their reſpeCtive houſes, the good Father 
apprehenſive of the common effects of luxury and mirth 
offered burnt-offerings, expiatory ſacrifices according to the 
number of them all: for Fob ſaid, it may be that my ſons have 
ſinned, and curſed God in their hearts. Thus did Fob conti- 
zually, So great reaſon is there for caution in our pro- 
ſperity, that we are not inſenſibly drawn into acts of Im- 
morality and Irreligion by the miſapplication and abuſe 
of God's bleiſings. — Humiliation in a captive is not 
Virtue but neceſſity: in time of ſcarcity there is no merit 
in abſtinence; and even the praiſe of piety is impair'd 
when extorted by diſtreſs: But Temperance in a land 
flowing with milk and honey, ſelfdenial in the midſt of 
Temptations, Humility in a powerful Prince, Modera- 
tion and mercy in a Conqueror — theſe are ſhining vir- 
tues, as leſs common ſo in proportion more praiſeworthy, 
the genuine fruits of a true greatneſs of mind ſanctified 
and ſupported by divine Grace, 

There i indeed to every thing a ſeaſon; and a time to 
every purpoſe under heaven: there is a time of war and a time 
f peace, a time to mourn and a time to rejoice. And the 
ſeveral circumſtances of things reſpectively call for a ſuit- 
able behaviour, Accordingly it behoyes us in this our 
day to rejoice before the Lord with the ſacrifice of Peace- 
offerings, the expreſſions of a heart truly thankful, affect- 
ed with a ſerious ſenſe of the divine goodneſs and the 
publick happineſs, But where there is danger of abuſe 
there is a neceſlity of caution to prevent or moderate ex- 
ceſſes incident to ſuch occaſions. There is a natural inſo- 
lence in Victory, and a tranſport not eaſily diſſembled or 
controul'd ; the heart is lifted up beyond itſelf, and 
triumphs in the glory of ſucceſſes, unmindful of divine 
Providence. When their gold and filver and all that 
they have is multiplied, this then is the natural language 


of the Victors heart, my power and the might of my hand hath 
gotten 
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gotten me this wealth. — Accordingly He, who knew what 
was in man, forewarns and reminds him of his dependent 
ſtate in the following words: But thou ſhalt remember the Lord 
thy God, for it is he which giveth thee power to get wealth. This 
conſideration ſhould ever be uppermoſt in our thoughts, 
and be applied by way of check upon the extravagancies 
and tranſport of heart. To be overjoy'd in proſperity is too 
eaſy and common, and is the effect rather of an impo- 
tency of mind: but to be truly thankful is the work of 
prudence, of piety, and ſelf-denial, Of the ten /epers 
which were cleanſed we find that ine of them were ſo 
tranſported with joy on account of the miraculous cure, 
that they were totally unmindful of its Author. Oue onely 
of the ten returned to give thanks to God; and he was a Sa- 
maritan. To bring the matter nearer home, — In this ve- 
ry kingdom after the Reſtoration, the reſtoration of as 
great national bleſſings as were ever enjoy'd, the people 
of England were unable to bear their good fortune: there 
was an Univerſal riot of joy and gladneſs accompanied 
by a general diſſolution and corruption of manners, the 
effects of which we have reaſon even at this day to la- 
ment, We may look upon this and other examples of 
like kind as recorded for our admonition, to beware of 
thoſe irregularities and exceſſes which we condemn in 


our forefathers. And for the better regulation of our 


manners on this occaſion, let us attend to the advice of 
the wiſeſt of the Sons of men: in the day of proſperity be 
Joyful, with all decent expreſſions of chearfulneſs and 
thankſgiving enjoy thy good fortune, enjoy the bleſſings 
of God's gracious providence; but confiler alſo the day of 
edverſity, as what went before and may again return, for 
God hath ſet the one over againſt the other to be jointly con- 
ſider'd by us; God hath wiſely ordain'd theſe viciſſitudes, 
that proſperity and adverſity ſhou'd ſucceed each other 
in the courſe of our lives, that the conſideration of the 

latter may duly regulate the enjoyment of the former, 
A leſſon of caution againſt preſumption and ſecurity 
will never be unſeaſonable to this nation : for at all times 
we 
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we are apt to flatter ourſelves in a vain confidence of our 
own powers: Even in the midſt of dangers we have been 
inſenſible; but now there is more than ordinary reaſon to 
be watchful over our own hearts, amidſt the joy of victo- 
ry and pride of triumph. The disbelief or contempt of 
dangers has brought us often into the moſt dangerous cir- 
cumſtances; we have felt the conviction of cup folly in 
our chaſtiſement ; and our own experiences may now 
teach us political Wiſdom, If we look abroad we ſee e- 
nough to engage our attention and circumſpection. We 
ſee the power of our grand enemy amazingly encreas'd, 
and making nearer approaches towards us: all around we 
hear the ſound of war: the kingdoms of the earth are mo- 
ved like a mighty flood, and who knoweth the ſecret work 
of Providence and the final iſſue of theſe commotions ? 

The guilty, whoever they are, have reaſon to tremble un- 
der the apprehenſion of the divine judgments, the juſt pu- 
niſhments of their ſins. National ingratitude may be cha_ 
ſtis'd by the deprivation of thoſe benefits for which we 
diſdain'd to be thankful ; — Peſtilence and Famine may 
correct the exceſſes of luxury and debauchery;—Prophane- 
neſs and Irreligion may be puniſh'd by the removal of our 
Candleſtick, = and the pride of our abus'd riches in the de- 
ſtruction of Trade: — The Lord in his anger may ftretch 
bis hand over the ſea, and ſhake the kingdoms, and give a com- 
mandment againſt the merchant city to deſtroy it. Surely ſuch 
reflections as theſe are ſufficient to awaken a thoughtleſs 
people out of a ſtate of indolence and ſecurity ; while thus 
we reaſon of the righteous afts of the Lord with a view to his 
Fuſtice, we feel ourſelves at once more nearly affected by 
the apprehenſion of theſe dreadful contingencies. We know 
not the allotments of God's Providence; and the conſciouſ- 
neſs of our own demerits cannot give us the moſt comfort- 
able expectations. 

And now what remains to be done by people under 
ſuch circumſtances but to and in awe and ſin not againſt 
that Almighty Power whoſe inflictions they have reaſon 
to dread? Te have dane all this wickedneſs: yet turn not aſide 

from 
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from following the Lord. This was the affectionate ſerious 
advice of Samuel to the men of T/rael, ſubjoin'd to his ex- 
poſtulation on their inconſiſtent behaviour ; advice not 
unſeaſonably given on the day of their publick Thankſ- 
giving, when their rejoicing in a newfelt happineſs was 
like to be immoderate. And there is one circumſtance, 
which I cannot help mentioning, an inftance of genero- 
ſity and goodneſs moſt amiable in the character of the ve- 
nerable old Prophet; and ſuch as is more eſpecially re- 
commended in like circumſtances to the imitation of 
thoſe who attend on God's altar, and are the authoriz'd 
publick Teachers of his Will: It ſeems, whatſoever the 
behaviour of the people might be, however ungracious 
toward him, however finful toward God, he was deter- 
min'd to be wanting in no part of his duty. God forbid 
that I ſhould ſm againſt God in ceaſmg to pray for you: but I 
will teach you the good and the right way. 

I have now gone thro? what I purpos'd, following the 


Example of the Prophet Samuel in his manner of reaſon- 


ing of the righteous acts of the Lord, and his expoſtulation 
with the men of T/7ae/: and I have brought the applica- 
tion home to our own caſe. And may what I have offer'd 
on this occaſion be improved to the beſt moral purpoſes! 
Let the conſideration of our dependent ſtate, the conſi- 
deration of God's judgments as well as mercies, keep the 
mind in continual awe, check the ſallies of tumultuous 
joy, and teach us even in this our day of publick Thankſ- 
giving to praiſe the Lord with a religious fear and rejoice 
before him with reverence ; ſo that under ſuch convictions 
we may be diſpos'd to anſwer the true end of this Solem- 
nity, by making a right uſe of the bleſſings which we now 
commemorate. And this our Prophet in general terms 
hath fully laid down in the concluſion of his diſcourſe, as 
a practical inference drawn from his reaſoning of the 
righteous Acts of the Lord, ſetting forth both a precept 
and motive to obedience, Only fear the Lord and ſerve him 
with all your heart, for conſider how great things be hath done 


for you. 
FIN I. 


